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C O N F I D E N T I A L VICTORIA 01318

C O R R E C T E D C O P Y REF

E.O. 12356:  DECL:  OADR
TAGS:  SHUM, PGOV, SE
SUBJECT:  BISHOP SPEAKS OUT ON LAWLESSNESS

RE :  VICTORIA 1294 

1. C - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. ALTHOUGH WE DO NOT HAVE A COPY OF HIS TEXT, WE UNDER-
STAND THAT THE ROMAN CATHOLIC BISHOP FELIX PAUL USED
SUNDAY'S RADIO BROADCAST SERMON AS THE OPPORTUNITY TO
SPEAK OUT ON THE RECENT DISAPPEARANCE OF AH-TIME, A
POLITICAL OPPONENT OF THE REGIME.  THE BISHOP WELCOMED
THE RECENT STATEMENT BY THE CHIEF JUSTICE THAT THE CRIME
RATE IN SEYCHELLES HAD DROPPED.  BUT, HE WONDERED, WHAT
ABOUT THE CRIMES THAT NEVER COME TO JUSTICES' CHAMBERS?
SEYCHELLES MUST BE A COUNTRY OF LAWS AND THE RECENT
DISAPPEARANCE OF A FEW INDIVIDUALS WAS CAUSE FOR ALARM.

3. ALTHOUGH FELIX PAUL STOPPED WELL SHORT OF ACCUSING
THE GOVERNMENT WITH COMPLICITY IN THIS DISAPPEARANCE,
THERE WAS NO MISTAKING WHO HE HAD IN MIND.
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4. COMMENT:  STREET RUMOR HAS IT THAT THE SPPF WILL TRY
TO LINK THE BISHOP'S SERMON WITH THE EMBASSY AND ACCUSE
ONE OR BOTH OF INSTIGATING RUMORS TO WEAKEN OR DE-
STABILIZE THE GOVERNMENT.  ACCORDING TO THESE STORIES,
EMBASSY WILL BE POINTED OUT AS THE "FOREIGN POWER" IN
LAST WEEK'S "NATION" EDITORIAL AND SPPF WILL POINT TO
"LINKS" BETWEEN EMBASSY AND THE BISHOP.  WE DOUBT VERY
MUCH, HOWEVER, IF THE PARTY WILL DO ANYTHING MORE THAN
TO FOSTER THE RUMOR ON THE STREETS.  IT IS MOST UNLIKELY
THEY WOULD MAKE ANY DIRECT ACCUSATION AGAINST FELIX PAUL
WHO REMAINS ONE OF THE TWO OR THREE MOST INFLUENTIAL
MEN IN THE COUNTRY.  FISCHER
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