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SUBJ: BOVB EXPLCSI ON APPEARS COVER STORY

REF: (A) VI CTORI A 1769 AND 1755 (B) VICTORIA 1772 AND 1775
1. (& - ENTIRE TEXT.

2. SUMVARY: THE GOS STORY OF A BOVB EXPLOSI ON ( REFS A)
APPEARS | NCREASI NGLY TO BE A COVER STORY FOR THE GOS ARMWY
KILLI NG OF TWO YOUNG MEN PROBABLY | NVOLVED | N THE LONDON
SQUTH AFRI CA COUP PLOT (REFS B). Cl RCUMSTANCES MAY BE CLOSE
TO MURDER. THI' S DESERVES | NVESTI GATI ON AND PUBLI CI TY.
RECOVMEND THAT NAI ROBI LEAK STCORY POSSI BI LI TI ES TO WESTERN
PRESS. DEPENDI NG ON RESULTS, DEPARTMENT MAY W SH AT SOVE
TIME TO | NFORM AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL. END SUMVARY.

3. SEYCHELLO S ARE ALMOST W THOUT EXCEPTI ON SCORNFUL OF

THE GOS STORY THAT A BOVB EXPLOSI ON KI LLED FORVER STUDENT
ACTI VI ST SI MON DESNCUSSE AND SOUTH AFRI CAN M CHAEL ASHER.
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THE DENOUSSE FAM LY IS WDELY KNOWN TO BE SAYI NG THAT SI MON
WAS PI CKED BY THE ARMY AT THEI R HOUSE AT ABQUT SIX P.M ON

THE EVENI NG OF EXPLOSI ON AND THAT HI' S BODY, WHEN RETURNED TO
THEM WAS NOT SO MUCH TORN APART BY A BLAST AS MJTILIATED. IT
IS SIMLARLY WDELY ACCEPTED THAT M CHAEL ASHER WAS STAYI NG
WTH A PROM NENT SEYCHELLO S BUSI NESS FAM LY, BASIL SAVY, AND
THAT M CHAEL WAS ALSO PI CKED UP EARLY THAT SAME EVEN NG

(OCT 19-20) BY THE ARMY. I T IS ASSUMED THAT THE ARMY TOURTURED
THE TWO, THAT THEY DI ED, AND THAT AS A COVER UP THEI R BODI ES
WERE PARTI ALLY BURNED I N A FAKED EXPLGOSI ON.

4. TH' S POPULAR | MPRESSI ON COULD PERHAPS BE LARGELY | NVENTED

OQUT OF NATI VE SKEPTI Cl SM AND OPPQSI TI ON TO PRESI DENT RENE' S

| NCREASI NGLY AUTHORI TARI AN GOVERNVENT.  VWHI LE THERE FACTORS
ARE PROBABLY PART OF THE SI TUATION, | T SEEMS | NCREASI NGLY

LI KELY THAT THE SUBSTANCE | S LARGELY TRUE. THE PHOTOGRAPHS
RELEASED BY THE GOS, FCOR EXAVPLE, SHOW THE BODI ES | N GENERALLY
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VWHOLE SHAPE LYI NG ACROSS THE CHASIS OF A SMALL, LARGELY
DESTROYED VEHI CLE, W TH THE LEGS AND SOVE TORSO HANG NG OFF
THE EDGE.

5. A GOOD FRIEND OF THE BASIL SAVY FAM LY, RELI ABLY KNOWN TO
THE EMBASSY, AND OF HI GH LOCAL STANDI NG, HAS PERSONALLY

PROVI DED US FURTHER DETAI LS. THE SOURCE REPORTS THAT BASI L
SAVY WAS DRI VI NG M CHAEL ASHER TO DI NNER AT SOURCE' S HOVE;, THAT
HE WAS STOPPED BY AN ARMY VEHI CLE NEAR THE SOURCE' S HOVE; THAT
SAVY WAS TAKEN AVAY W TH ASHER FOR | NTERROGATI ON;, THAT RENE WAS
PRESENT; THAT SAVY WAS RELEASED ( PERHAPS BECAUSE HE HAD A YOUNG
SON IN THE CAR WTH H M; AND THAT ASHER WAS DETAI NED.

6. AN EMBASSY OFFI CER HAS TALKED AT LENGTH W TH ELLI NAS, THE
BRI TI SH FARMER LI VI NG NEAR THE SCENE OF THE EXPLOSI ON. HE
CONFIHBENH-AL
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REPEATS THE Cl RSUMSTANCES REPORTED VI CTORI A 1769. HE HAS

LI VED I N THE SEYCHELLES 15 YEARS. H S HOMVE IS ABOUT 100
METERS FROM THE SI TE. HE WENT TO BED ABOUT 10 O CLOCK; THERE
WAS UNUSUAL TRAFFIC ON HI' S NORMALLY DESERTED SI DE ROAD, HE
WOKE SUDDENLY AT AN EXPLOSI ON ABOUT 0020 HOURS; RUNNI NG TO THE
SCENE, HE SAW AN ARMY TRUCK AND PERHAPS TWD CARS PARKED
NEARBY; A GROUP OF ARMED SCLDI ERS WAS WATCHI NG A BURNI NG

VEH CLE WTH TWO BODIES; I T WAS A VERY BIG FIRE FOR A

SMALL CAR, AND THE SOLI DERS SENT H M HOVE.

7. EXPLAINING THAT HE HAD BEEN A FI REMAN FOR 17 YEARS BEFCRE
COM NG TO THE SEYCHELLES, ELLI NAS BELI EVES THE EXPLOSI ON WAS
CAUSED BY GASCLI NE AND NOT BY A BOMB. THE ORI G NAL EXPLOSI ON
WAS A ROLLING ONE, NOT' A SHARP BURST. THE EXTENT OF FLAME WAS
MUCH GREATER THAN A SMALL CAR S GAS TANK WOULD CAUSE. HE
ALSO STATES THAT HE ARRI VED ALMOST | MVEDI ATELY AFTER THE
EXPLOSI ON.  THE SOLDI ERS COULD NOT ALSO HAVE ARRI VED AFTER I T,
THEY WOULD HAVE TO HAVE BEEN THERE. HE ALSO NOTES THAT,
CONTRARY TO USUAL PROCEDURES AFTER SUCH AN EVENT, NO POLI CE
OR OTHER AUTHORI TY HAS ASKED H M OR ANY OTHER PERSON | N THE
AREA ANY QUESTI ONS ABOUT I T. THEY ALREADY KNOW

8. THESE TWO FI RSTHAND ACCOUNTS SUGGEST THAT THE GAS BOVB
EXPLOSI ON STORY IS A COVER UP. | T APPEARS LI KELY THAT SI MON
DESNOUSSE AND M CHAEL ASHER WERE | NVOLVED | N THE LONDON COUP
PLOT, AND THE GOS WERE AWARE OF | T, AND THAT THE TWO WERE

ACCI DENTI ALLY OR OTHERW SE KI LLED FOLLOWN NG ARMY ARREST.

THEI R DEATHS MAY BE THE FI RST POLI TI CAL MURDERS OF THE RENE
REG ME. THE Cl RCUMSTANCES DESERVE | NVESTI GATI ON AND PUBLI CI TY.
THERE WLL BE NO SUCH ACTION HERE. | HAVE MENTI ONED THE PUBLIC
SPECULATI ON | NFORVALLY TO DAVI D THOVAS, RENE' S PRI NCI PAL
SECRETARY. HE ACKNOWNLEDGED | T BUT OFFERED NO REBUTTAL.

9. AS SEYCHELLO S GENERALLY AND ELLI NAS | N PARTI CULAR ARE
WLLING TO DI SCUSS THE MATTER, I T IS SUGGESTED THAT EMBASSY

NAI ROBI LEAK THE PCSSI BI LI TIES OF A STORY TO LOCAL WESTERN PRESS
CONFHBENH-AL
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(NOT JUST U.S.) FOR | NVESTI GATI ON- - NOT | MVEDI ATE PUBLI CA-
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TI ON DEPENDI NG ON DEVELOPMENTS, | T | S RECOMMENDED THAT THE
DEPARTMENT APPROPRI ATELY | NFORM AMNESTY | NTERNATI ONAL.  ROBERTS

NNN
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